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NSF Convergence Accelerator

Accelerating Solutions Toward Societal Impact

Mission:
The Convergence Accelerator speeds the transition of convergence
research into practice to address national-scale societal challenges

NSF Vision:

Envisions a nation that capitalizes on new concepts in science and
engineering and provides global leadership in advancing research
and education.




NSF Convergence Accelerator

WHY: Leverage the science across all fields of NSF research to produce
outcomes in an accelerated timeframe, with streamlined operations
allowing for nimbleness to support the most innovative results

WHAT: A new organizational structure to accelerate the transition of basic
research and discovery into practice, in areas of national importance

Characteristics

® Use-inspired research

= Clear goals, milestones, high-impact
deliverables

® Leverages multidisciplinary teams

" Larger, national scale

= Requires diverse partnerships —
industry, non-profits, academia

Proactively & Intentionally Managed

" Teams and Cohorts—“Tracks”

" Cooperation and Competition

" |ntensive education and
mentorship—human-centered
design thinking, team science, and
customer discovery

" Mission-driven evaluation




NSF Convergence Accelerator Model

Ideation Process Convergence Research Focus Societal Impact

e Chosen track topics are * Leverage * National-scale
released in a program multidisciplinary « Sustainability beyond
solicitation approach, NSF support may

Selected awards focus on partnerships include:
accelerating basic Follow-on funding

research into practice and investment
Integration into

: existing systems
Funding up to $1M Funding up to $5M Tools/knowledge
Nine months planning 24 months solution accessible thru
phase development phase open source
Teams participate in Focused on impact Solutions
innovation curriculum deliverables (e.g., expanded into
Pitch competition solution prototype, new markets
and proposal sustainability plan)

evaluation '

PHASE | PHASE II




Convergence Accelerator Program
Overall Timeline — 2019-2022

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
2019 Cohort Tracks A & B: Open Knowledge Networks and Al & Future Jobs Sustainability

~ Phase 1 Phase 2
2020 Cohort Tracks C & D: Quantum Technology and Al-Driven Innovation

i Phase 1 Phase 2
3 2021 Cohort Tracks E & F *

Phase 1 Phase 2

| *
* Topics selected based on Administration 2022 Cohort Tracks G & §

priorities and community readiness | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| |

Mar Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct
2019 2019 2019 2020 2020 2020 2020 2021 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 2022 2023 2023 2023 2023




Oct 9, 2020

Nov 9, 2020

Dec 14, 2020
Jan 25, 2021
Feb 22, 2021
June 2021

Aug 2021
Oct 2021
Nov 2021
Jan 2022
Apr 2022
May 2022

DCL/RFI Released

RFI Responses Due

RFI Selection for Workshops
Workshop Proposals Due
Workshops Awarded
Workshop Reports Submitted

2022 Solicitation Published
Preliminary Proposals Due
Phase | Proposal Invitations
Phase | Proposals Due

Phase | Award Decisions Made
Phase | Grants Awarded

2022 DCL/RFI Cohort Schedule

: Convergence
: Research Focus




Convergence Accelerator Model -

 Societal Impact Opportunity: Researchers/Innovators to provide future topic ideas

* Who can submit: Global researchers/innovators from academia, industry, non-profit,
government, etc. may submit ideas

 RFI DCL 21-012
* Responses Due November 9, 2020
* |deas must be short and concise and must meet:
* Significant national-scale societal impact
* Be built upon basic research

* Convergence research approach
* For additional details and/or to submit ideas, visit the DCL: http://bit.ly/NSF-21-012



http://bit.ly/NSF-21-012

Upcoming Outreach Webinars for the RFI (DCL 21-012)

Tuesday, October 27, 2-3:30 p.m. (ET)

* Register in advance for this meeting by clicking here*
* For real-time closed captioning click here*

After registering a confirmation email containing meeting information, including how to join will
be provided.

* Use CTRL+Click to open the hyperlinks



https://nsf.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc-Grpz8oGli04RpcZYpwbzRGye-fsUY
https://www.captionedtext.com/client/event.aspx?EventID=4609780&CustomerID=321

Convergence Accelerator

CONNECT WITRH US.

www.nsf.gov/od/oia/convergence-accelerator
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