


AAAC Meeting June 1, 2023

12:02 ET Kyle Dawson welcomes all and asks if all have the meeting minutes from February meeting.

12:05 ET Carrie Black welcomes all and briefs attendees from slide presentation, ‘Charge, FACA and Conflicts of Interest” (see attached slides).

12:14 ET Carrie Black completes her remarks.

12:14 ET Kyle Dawson asks all to review the AAAC meeting minutes from February, 2023.

12:16 ET Kyle Dawson asks if anyone needs more time. No one responds. Motion is made to accept the minutes, and a voice vote confirms adoption. Minutes for February 2023 are approved.

Kyle Dawson notes that he is stepping down as AAAC chair and mentions that anyone can self nominate to be considered as his replacement.

12:18 ET Carrie Black asks if there is anyone who still needs to electronically sign in to the meeting. Allison Farrow responds that signing in through Zoom is completed.

12:21 ET Michael McCarthy asks how the new committee membership will affect the scheduling of the fall meeting. Carrie Black says she will take that as an item to discuss. Kyle Dawson mentions that choosing a different time for the meeting might be better in relation to the academic calendar. A decision on timing will be made in the open meeting. Also mentioned that the Lab-Astro Taskforce report is expected in February, 2024. Funding for a meeting in relation to the end/start of the federal fiscal year is also noted.

12:28 ET Kyle Dawson shares his computer screen and presents, ‘AAAC Annual Report 2023’ (see attached slides).

12:51 ET Kyle Dawson completes his presentation. Carrie Black states that Q&A will be done later in the meeting.

12:52 ET Debra Fischer, NSF, Division Director for the Division of Astronomical Sciences (AST), shares screen and presents briefing slides (see attached slides).

13:12 Debra Fischer completes her remarks. Q&A begins:

Kyle Dawson asks if there are any questions. There are no questions, so Kyle asks about the Symonyi funding. Debra responds that Charles Symonyi is interested in supporting early career astronomers. His donation to NSF is used as matching funds on programs related to early career astronomers using Rubin Observatory data. Ed Ajhar says that an official announcement will be made soon, and that the pilot program is going well. 

13:15 ET Michael McCarthy asks about the near earth satellite mitigation. Ashley Vanderley states that there was recently a workshop to address satellite constellations and to reduce their brightness. Also the aggregate of individual satellites adds up as well. Ashley emphasizes that this is an international effort and is important for long term sustainability of ground-based observation. A sustainable steady state is the goal. A big question is whether a tipping point is coming that would cause a loss of observation because of the number of satellites. 

13:21 Kyle Dawson asks if U.S. agencies are represented internationally. Ashley Vanderley answers that yes there are subject matter experts at the IAU conference currently convened in Vienna, Austria. NASA leads the delegation to the Scientific and Technical subcommittee. Ashley says that there are multiple regulatory agencies that are involved in satellite life cycle. All agencies are sent relative input to their areas of expertise. Kyle Dawson mentions his meeting with members of the House Science Committee and they felt they needed more quantifiable data and impacts of satellites on observation.

13:27 ET Wenda Cao asks if NSF has communicated with NSO on this topic. Debra Fischer says yes, and that the leadership there provides stability for DKIST.

Brit Lundgren asks if (agency) has been involved and supportive. Ashley Vanderley says yes they help to coordinate responses. 

13:31 ET Kathy Turner, DOE Office of Science, Office of High Energy Physics (DOE/HEP) shares screen and briefs from slides (see attached slides).

14:08 ET Kathy Turner completes her presentation. Ann Zabludoff asks about “two major issues: 1) collecting the data and 2) analyzing the data. The data collection is on-going and has been for sometime.  It would be great, as we’ve recommended, to work with OSTP to prioritize and homogenize the data collection.  However, with regard to 2), it is important to report back on the analysis of the existing data. Surely, enough has already been collected to assess, without violating confidentiality?” Kathy Turner states that DOE is collecting data according to current OMB  & OSTP guidelines. She is unaware of any recently updated guidelines for data collection.  Ann Zabludoff is more interested in analysis of available data by the agencies.

14:14 Kyle Dawson states it is time for the NASA update. Carrie Black states that the NASA briefing slides were recently sent by email. 

14:16 ET Mark Clampin (NASA) begins his presentation, “NASA Astrophysics Update” (see attached slides).

14:52 ET Mark Clampin completes his remarks. Alyson Brooks asks a question about whether the demographics of awardees has shifted since dual anonymous review format has been initiated. Mark Clampin says that early career awards and institutions can be noted. Ann Zabludoff applauds the effort to do a dual anonymous review and encourages NASA to publish their preliminary findings. 

14:55 ET Kyle Dawson initiates the scheduled break and asks for all to return at 15:15 ET.
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