
1

Advancing Innovation to Empower Next 
Generation AGriculturE (AI-ENGAGE)

U.S. National Science Foundation
Japan Science and Technology Agency
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation of Australia



2

WEBINAR AGENDA

• Presentation by NSF, JST, ICAR, and CSIRO on the Joint Funding Opportunity

• Question & Answer Period

Zoom recording and PowerPoint Presentation will be available: 

https://www.nsf.gov/od/oise/IntlCollaborations/Quad.jsp
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RESEARCH AGENCY PARTNERSHIP

• In August 2024, NSF, JST, ICAR, and CSIRO signed a Memorandum of Cooperation 
on research cooperation.

• The Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)

• Framework to encourage collaboration between researchers from the Quad countries

• Research teams collaborate to write a single proposal

• Single review process at NSF, the Coordinating Agency

• Researchers receive support from their home agency

3



4

NSF DEAR COLLEAGUE LETTER
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https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2024/nsf24132/nsf24132.jsp

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2024/nsf24132/nsf24132.jsp
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SCOPE OF RESEARCH

Advance the field(s) of artificial intelligence, robotics, sensing, and/or 
communications with applications to agriculture

• Potential topic examples:
• Artificial intelligence-enabled crop planning and monitoring for diseases & pests

• Crop improvement through image-based high throughput phenotyping & genotyping

• Farm supply chain management

• Robotics to improve efficiency of the farm workforce

• Data-driven agriculture risk information & management system

• Assessing, monitoring, and management of land and aquatic resources

• Etc...
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A FEW IMPORTANT DETAILS…

• Multilateral teams
• Must include researchers from at least 3 of the Quad 

countries
• Teams with members from all 4 of the Quad countries will 

be prioritized for funding

• Proposal Title must begin with “AI-ENGAGE”
• Proposal must adhere to the NSF Proposal & Award 

Policies & Procedures Guide (PAPPG)
• Proposal must make clear that proposed activities 

constitute a well-integrated, collaborative project
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THE PROCESS: 
Proposal Submission to Award
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U.S. RESEARCHERS

• Budget – Up to $400,000 and an 
award duration of up to three 
years.

• Submit proposal in 
Research.gov to OD/OISE 
program description - MultiPLEx

• Deadline – January 22, 2025; 
5:00PM in the submitting U.S. 
organization’s time zone
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https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2024/nsf24132/nsf24132.jsp



9

JAPANESE RESEARCHERS
• Budget – Up to 60,000,000 

Japanese Yen (including indirect 
costs) and an award duration of up 
to three years.

• Deadline – January 23, 2025; 
5:00PM in the Japanese PIs time 
zone
• (For all team) Japan-side 

Application Form
• (For team with a U.S. researcher) 

Copy of a proposal submitted by a 
U.S. researcher to NSF

• (For team without a U.S. 
researcher) Full proposal for a team 
that does not include a U.S. 
researcher
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https://www.jst.go.jp/moonshot/aiengage/a_koubo/202409/index.html
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JAPANESE RESEARCHERS CONTINUED
• If your international collaborative 

team does not include US 
researchers, Japan-based PI must 
submit an original full proposal to 
JST through e-Rad.

• The respective PIs from India and 
Australia also should submit a copy 
of the proposal to their respective 
agency. 
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To JST: https://www.e-rad.go.jp/ 
To ICAR: https://icar.org.in/quad-cooperation 
To CSIRO: https://csiro.au/en/work-with-us/International/Quad-AI-Engage 

https://www.e-rad.go.jp/
https://icar.org.in/quad-cooperation
https://csiro.au/en/work-with-us/International/Quad-AI-Engage
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INDIAN RESEARCHERS
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• Budget – Rupees. 30,000,000.00 
for each joint proposal and an 
award duration of up to three 
years.

• Deadline – January 23, 2025; 
5:00PM in the submitters time 
zone

• Copy of the full proposal to  
    aiengage.quad@icar.gov.in

https://icar.org.in/quad-cooperation
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AUSTRALIAN RESEARCHERS

• Budget – No direct funding may be 
requested

• Deadline – January 23, 2025; 5:00PM 
in the submitters time zone

• Existing Programs
• McMaster Fellowship
• Industry PhD Program

https://www.csiro.au/en/work-with-us/International/Quad-AI-Engage
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AI-ENGAGE UPCOMING EVENTS
NSF

Office of International Science & 
Engineering

AI-ENGAGE Office Hours
For U.S.-based researchers

October 17, 2024 – 2:00PM EDT
October 23, 2024 – 1:00 PM EDT

Zoom Links available at:
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oise/IntlCollaborat

ions/Quad.jsp 
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JST
AI-ENGAGE Explanatory Webinar

For Japan-based researchers

Thursday, October 17, 2024
2:00p.m. – 3:00p.m. 

Japan Standard Time

Language: Japanese

Registration: 
https://form2.jst.go.jp/s/AI-

ENGAGE_ExplanatoryWebinar 

https://www.nsf.gov/od/oise/IntlCollaborations/Quad.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/od/oise/IntlCollaborations/Quad.jsp
https://form2.jst.go.jp/s/AI-ENGAGE_ExplanatoryWebinar
https://form2.jst.go.jp/s/AI-ENGAGE_ExplanatoryWebinar
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AI-ENGAGE POINTS OF CONTACT
NSF Office of International Science 

& Engineering
Anne Emig – aiengage@nsf.gov 
Cate Flanley – aiengage@nsf.gov 
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ICAR International Relations 
Division

Bikash Mandal – 
aiengage.quad@icar.gov.in 

JST Department of Moonshot R&D 
Program

Yuta Kobayashi – ai-engage@jst.go.jp

CSIRO Agriculture & Food
Jen Taylor – AI-Engage@csiro.au

mailto:aiengage@nsf.gov
mailto:ai-engage@nsf.gov
mailto:ai-engage.quad@icar.gov.in
mailto:ai-engage@jst.go.jp
mailto:AI-Engage@csiro.au
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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THANK YOU!
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