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Figure 1
National Astronomy and 

Ionosphere Center Historic District
 Arecibo Observatory, Puerto Rico
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BUILDING NO.  DESCRIPTION
WILLIAM E. GORDON TELESCOPE AND SUPPORT TOWERS 
(305M diameter radio telescope) (1963) - C
1. OPERATIONS BUILDING (1963) - C
2. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING (1963) - C
3. VISITING SCIENTIST QUARTERS AND CAFETERIA (1963) - NC
4. ENTRANCE GUARD HOUSE (1963) - OHDB
5. CABLE CAR HOUSE (1963) - C
6. PUMP HOUSE/WATER TREATMENT BLDG. (1963) - NC
10. SWIMMING POOL/RESTROOMS (ca. 1965) - NC
11. LEWIS BUILDING–RIGGING LOFT (ca. 1965) - NC
12. MAINTENANCE BUILDING (1967) - C
13. BOWL SHACK (1963) - NC
17. WAREHOUSE (1967) - C
21. ANTENNA TESTING RANGE (ca. 1985) - NC
25. PAINT STORAGE BUILDING (ca. 2010) - NC

27. OPTICAL LABS (1985/1997) - C
34. HIGH VOLTAGE POWER SUPPLY BLDG. (1973) - NC
35. CUMMINGS GENERATOR CONTROL BLDG. (2010) - NC
41. WEST HILL V.S.Q. BACHELOR UNIT NO. 1 (ca. 1970s) - NC
42.  WEST HILL V.S.Q. BACHELOR UNIT NO. 2 (ca. 1970s) - NC
43.  WEST HILL V.S.Q. FAMILY UNIT NO. 1 (ca. 1970s) - NC
44.  WEST HILL V.S.Q. FAMILY UNIT NO. 2 (ca. 1970s) - NC
47. MAIN GATE RESTROOM (1963) - OHDB
50.  INTERFERENCE MONITORING SHACK (1992) - NC
51. GREASE PIT (n.d.) - NC
53.  EMERGENCY GENERATOR BLDG. (1993) - NC
54.  VISITOR CENTER BLDG. (2001) - C
55.  LIDAR LABORATORY BLDG. (1996) - C
57.  NORTH V.S.Q. BLDG. (2002) - OHDB
58.  NORTH V.S.Q. UTILITY BLDG. (2002) - OHDB
59.  VISITOR CENTER TRAILER (2016) - OHDB

60. ANT. RECE. TESTING BLDG. (ca. 1995) - C
61.  LEARNING CENTER (2001) - C
62.  HFF STORAGE TRAILER (2007) - OHDB
63.  IONOSONDE TRAILER (2007) - OHDB
64.  ELECTRONIC TRAILER (1990) - OHDB
65.  SHIELDED TRAILER (1983) - C
66.  ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCE TRAILER (n.d.) - C
67.  CRYOGENICS LAB TRAILER (1967) - NC
68. SCIENTIFIC OFFICES TRAILER (n.d.) - C
69.  ELECTRONIC TRAILER (WAVEGUIDE) (2007) - OHDB
70.  COMPUTER TRAILER (2005) - OHDB
71.  ELECTRONICS CABLE TRAILER (2005) - OHDB
72.  ELECTRONIC TRAILER (CRYOGENICS) (2005) - OHDB
73.  HF TRANSMITTER BUILDING (2009) - C
76.  INSPIRATION FOR SCIENCE TRAILER (2016) - NC
77.  PHASE REFERENCE ANTENNA (12M) AND BUILDING 77 (2010) - C

78. COFFEE HUT (2002) - NC
79. ENGINEERING OFFICE BUILDING (2010) - NC
80. CUMMINGS DIESEL GENERATOR BUILDING (2010) - NC
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NPS Form 10-900-a  (Rev. 8/2002)                      OMB No. 1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
 

3 
 

National Astronomy and Ionosphere Center 
Name of Property 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
County and State 
070000525       
NR Reference Number 

Table 1. NAIC Contributing Resources  

Building Number 
[2008 Nomination] 

Resource Name Year of Construction Location (UTM)  

19 Q 

N/A 

[N/A] 

William E. Gordon Telescope and Support Towers 
T4, T8, and T12 (305-meter-diameter radio 
telescope and three support towers) 

1963 737295.58 m E 
2029601.43 m N 

Building 1  

[Building 1] 

Operations Building 1963 (addition in 1983) 737395.87 m E 
2030000.43 m N 

Building 2  

[Building 2] 

Administration Building 1963 (addition in 1997) 737402.22 m E 
2030059.99 m N 

Building 5* Cable Car House 1963 737414.69 m E 
2029968.81 m N 

Building 12  

[Building 13] 

Maintenance Building 1967 737579.51 m E 
2030034.27 m N 

Building 17  

[Buildings 11 and 12] 

Warehouse and Business/Purchasing 1967 737619.95 m E 
2030067.19 m N 

Building 27 

[Building 7] 

Photometry Shack and Optical Lab 1985/1997 737335.67 m E 
2030029.00 m N 

Building 54  

[Building 5] 

Visitor Center (Fundación Angel Ramos Visitor and 
Educational Facility) 

2001 (addition 2015) 737510.00 m E 
2029968.58 m N 

Building 55 

 

LIDAR Laboratory Building 1996 737322.75 m E 
2030065.49 m N 

Building 60 Antenna Testing Range Building  circa 1995 737316.53 m E 
2030040.89 m N 

Building 61  

[Building 6] 

Learning Center 2001 737486.00 m E 
2029999.00 m N 

Building 65 Shielded Trailer 1983 737422.26 m E 
2030022.46 m N 

Buildings 66 and 68  

[Building 1A] 

Atmospheric Science Trailer, and Visiting Science 
Trailer (counted as one building) 

 737389.00 m E 
2030044.00 m N 

Building 73 HF Transmitter Building 2009 737574.41 m E 
2030011.37 m N 

Building 77 Phase Reference Antenna (12-meter) and Building 
(counted as one structure) 

2010 737597.47 m E 
2030187.28 m N 

*Shaded row indicates newly determined contributing resource.  
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PA References: 
 

Jacobs Engineering, Inc. 2018. Arecibo Observatory Historic Property Survey Report. Prepared for the 
National Science Foundation. 

 
Jacobs Engineering, Inc. 2020. Preservation Principles and Management Plan, Arecibo Observatory, 

Puerto Rico. Prepared for the National Science Foundation. 
https://www.nsf.gov/mps/ast/env_impact_reviews/arecibo/section106/NSF_Arecibo_PPM-
Plan_Final.pdf  
 

Jones, Sean L. and William E. Easterling. 2021. National Science Foundation NSF 21-055 Dear Colleague 
Letter: Intent to support a Workshop to Explore Novel Ideas for Future Scientific, Educational, and 
cultural Activities with the Arecibo Observatory. March 10. 
www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21055/nsf21055.jsp 

 
National Science Foundation (NSF). 2017. Programmatic Agreement between National Science 

Foundation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Puerto Rico State Historic 
Preservation Officer. November 13. 
www.nsf.gov/mps/ast/env_impact_reviews/arecibo/section106/arecibo_section106.jsp  
 

Santos, Juan Llanes. 2007. National Astronomy and Ionosphere Center (Arecibo Observatory). National 
Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet. Prepared by the Puerto Rico State Historic 
Preservation Office for the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service. March 20. 

 
Wobig, Jessica R. 2019. Amendment to the National Astronomy and Ionosphere Center Historic District. 

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet (National Register Registration Form 
Addendum). National Register Reference Number 070000525. Prepared for Caroline M. Blanco, 
Federal Preservation Officer, National Science Foundation. 
www.nsf.gov/mps/ast/env_impact_reviews/arecibo/section106/PR_Arecibo_County_NAIC_Historic_
District_form.pdf 
 

PA Definitions: 
 
Adverse Effect: a change to the characteristics that qualify a historic property for inclusion in the 
NRHP in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, or association (36 CFR 800.5(a)). 
 
Area of Potential Effects (APE): the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may 
directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties, if any such 
properties exist. The APE is influenced by the scale and nature of an undertaking and may be 
different for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking (36 CFR 800.16(d)). It is important to 
understand that the effects pertain to the effects on physical historic properties (eligible for or listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) in a specific area. 
 
Concurring Party: Any consulting party that has been invited by the federal agency (NSF) to concur in 
the PA. Concurring parties have the same rights with regard to seeking amendment or termination of 
the PA as other signatories. The refusal of any party invited to concur in the PA does not invalidate 
the document (36 CFR 800.16(d)). 
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Consultation: the process of seeking, discussing, and considering the views of other participants, and, 
where feasible, seeking agreement with them regarding matters arising in the Section 106 process 
(36 CFR 800.16(f)). 
  
Consulting Party: Section 106 term that refers to organizations and/or individuals with a 
demonstrated interest in the undertaking due to the nature of their legal or economic relation to the 
undertaking or affected properties, or their concern with the undertaking’s effects on historic 
properties. The participation of consulting parties is subject to approval by the federal agency (in this 
case, NSF). 
Consulting parties are actively informed of and able to participate in the Section 106 process, 
including consultation meetings. The views of consulting parties are actively sought by NSF during the 
Section 106 consultation process. (36 CFR 800.2(c)(5)) 
 
Effect: an alteration to the characteristics of a historic property qualifying it for inclusion in or 
eligibility for the NRHP (36 CFR 800.16(i)). 
 
Historic Property: Any resource, such as a building, structure, or historic district, included in or 
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP, maintained by the Secretary of the Interior. This term includes 
artifacts, records, and remains that are related to and located within such properties. The term 
includes properties of traditional religious and cultural importance to an Indian tribe or Native 
Hawaiian organization and that meet the NRHP criteria (36 CFR 800.16(l)). 
 
Intensive Building Survey: defined by the National Park Service as a precise evaluation of all 
potential historic properties in a defined survey area (NPS, 1985). This type of survey includes 
research and field evaluations of potential historic properties to determine whether the resources 
meet the definition of a 
historic property according to the NHPA. 
 
Signatory: Signatories include the federal agency (NSF), PR SHPO, and ACHP, and they have the sole 
authority to execute, amend, or terminate the PA (36 CFR 800.6(c)(1)). 
 
Programmatic Agreement (PA): A document that records the terms and conditions agreed upon to 
resolve the potential adverse effects of a federal agency program or complex undertaking. For this 
undertaking, a PA is used to document the ways in which adverse effects are addressed because the 
result of the 2017 solicitation for new collaborators is undetermined and the needs of any new 
collaborator(s) are unknown (36 CFR 800.14(b)). 
 
Undertaking: A project, activity, or program funded in whole or in part by a federal agency (36 CFR 
800.16(y)). 
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