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EPSCoR Live!

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/e-rise-epscor-research-infrastructure-improvement-program-epscor/nsf25-522/solicitation


EPSCoR‘s  mission  is to enhance research competitiveness of targeted 
jurisdictions by strengthening STEM capacity and capability through 5 goals:

1. Catalyze research capability
2. Establish STEM professional development pathways
3. Broaden participation of groups and institutions in

STEM
4. Effect engagement in STEM at national and global

levels
5. Impact jurisdictional economic development

In short, EPSCoR seeks to support the development of 
robust research ecosystems.

2



Active EPSCoR Funding Opportunities
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 E-CORE: (NSF 25-523): up to $10M over 4 years, opportunity for renewal
• Builds capacity in targeted research infrastructure cores within a jurisdiction's research ecosystem

 E-RISE: (NSF 25-522): up to $8M over 4 years, opportunity for renewal
• Develops sustainable collaborations across a jurisdiction to address jurisdictional research priorities

 Focused EPSCoR Collaborations: (NSF 24-573, DCL: NSF 24-091) up to $1.5M per year for up to 4 years
• Interjurisdictional research collaborations addressing NSF priority areas

 EPSCoR Research Fellows: (NSF 24-528) up to $300k over 2 years
• Provides research fellowships for Assistant, Associate Professors, or Research Faculty to partner with

research institutions and government agencies
 EPSCoR Graduate Fellowship Program: (NSF 24-588, $477k) over 3 years

• Provides institutional awards to support three to five distinguished graduate Fellows
 EPSCoR-Workshop Opportunities: (NSF 24-540, $200k)

• Supports innovative ways to address multijurisdictional efforts on themes of regional or national
importance
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E-RISE supports the development of sustainable research infrastructure and
capacity in EPSCoR jurisdictions through collaborative, hypothesis-driven, or
problem-driven research and workforce development to improve
competitiveness in  selected STEM fields, including social science.

E-RISE Goals:
1. Build a jurisdiction-wide network of teams of researchers and sectors that conduct and develop high-

quality research in a defined STEM disciplinary area or topic of choice that is aligned with jurisdictional
priority areas and EPSCoR's mission and goals.

2. Develop high quality hypothesis or problem-driven research projects, including projects that explore
emerging or interdisciplinary research areas with high potential impact, and that will sustain project
outcomes beyond the E-RISE funding.

3. Develop effective STEM education and workforce development opportunities within the research topic(s)
that engage a breadth of audiences across the jurisdiction and establish meaningful partnerships at the
individual and institutional levels both within the jurisdiction and beyond.



Ke y Con sid e ra t ion s  from  t h e  Ne w  Progra m  So licit a t ion

Eligibility:

• RII Track-1 PIs/co-PIs may participate as senior personnel
• Institutions funded by RII Track-1 awards may participate as sub-awardees
• Individuals may serve as PI or co-PI on only one RII Track-1 award, E-RISE submission, or E-RISE award at

any given time.

Budget

• Collaborative projects – total $8M over 4 years
• Optional renewal project award maximum budget of $4.5M total + 20% in cost-share for an additional 3

years

Personnel

• Leadership Team that includes Project Manager and Networking/Partnerships Manager
• Independent facilitator for required strategic planning meeting

Other:
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• Submissions must include a copy of the notice of intent to submit that was sent to the Jurisdictional
Steering Committee.

Deadline: August 12, 2025, by 5 PM submitting institution’s local time.
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Su cce ssfu l E-RISE p ro je ct s  a re  grou n d e d  in  a n  a sse ssm e n t  o f t h e
ju r isd ict ion Πs r e se a rch  e cosys t e m .



E-RISE Pro je ct s
h a ve  6 Ke y
Ele m e n t s
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Network-driven development 
of high-quality research focus

Jurisdiction-wide collaborative 
engagement across institution 

types

Multi-level workforce 
development relevant to 

research focus

Incorporation of use-inspired 
perspectives & awareness of 

societal impacts

Pathway towards sustainability

Cycle of continual improvement 
via assessment



Pro je ct  De scr ip t ion s  sh ou ld  b e  o rga n ize d  in t o  fou r  se ct ion s
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• Research and Capacity-Building Goals and Vision

• Overview, Vision

• Research

• Workforce Development

• Jurisdictional Impact and Sustainability

• Execution Plan, Evaluation and Assessment

• Organization and Management

• Results from Relevant Prior Support



Merit Review Criteria

• Intellectual Merit

• Broader Impacts

Solicitation-Specific Review Criteria
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E-RISE Pro je ct s w ill b e e va lu a t e d b a se d on m e r it r e vie w cr it e r ia
a n d so licit a t ion -sp e cific r e vie w  cr it e r ia



Merit Review Criteria

Solicitation-Specific Review Criteria

• Connection and potential impact of the project to jurisdictional research capacity
building and EPSCoR goals

• Development of a skilled workforce that is relevant to the project and its outcomes

• Support of a culture of collaborative engagement of different institution types and
sectors (e.g., academia, industry and government)

• Plan towards sustainability and societal impact

• Plan for project management, leadership, and partnerships
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E-RISE Pro je ct s w ill b e e va lu a t e d b a se d on m e r it r e vie w cr it e r ia
a n d so licit a t ion -sp e cific  r e vie w  cr it e r ia
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NM: Research Center for Distributed Resilient and 
Emergent-Intelligence-Based Additive Manufacturing

ME (1):Maine Algal Research Infrastructure and 
Accelerator

ME (2): Enhancing Maine Forest Economy, Sustainability, 
and Technology Ecosystem To Accelerate Innovation

MS: Establishment of the Mississippi Nano-bio and 
ImmunoEngineering Consortium

SD: BioNitrogen Economy Research Center

E-RISE p r o je ct s a r e m u lt id is cip lin a r y n e t w o r k s t h a t a d d r e s s cr it i c a l  r e se a  r ch  
a  r e a  s



In t e r e s t e d  in  Le a rn in g More ?
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Join us for bi-weekly E-RISE Office Hours
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM (ET)

15 Apr. 2025

29 Apr. 2025

13 May 2025

27 May 2025

10 June 2025

24 June 2025

8 July 2025

22 July 2025

5 Aug. 2025

Re gis t r a t ion  Lin k  is  p os t e d  in  t h e  ch a t

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/epscor/epscor-investment-strategies 

Em a il r e m in d e r s  w ill fo llow  t o  su b scr ib e r s  o f  EPSCoR Ne w s

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/epscor/epscor-investment-strategies
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