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Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research: 
Workshop Opportunities (EPS-WO; NSF 24-540)



Workshop Opportunities (EPS-WO) Goals

• Supports workshops (in-person, hybrid, or virtual) in 
EPSCoR jurisdictions that focus on topics of regional or 
national importance, and which are relevant to building 
EPSCoR jurisdictions’ R&D capacity.

• Workshops will focus on innovative ways to address multi-
jurisdictional efforts on themes of regional to national 
importance with relevance to EPSCoR's goals and NSF's 
mission.
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Sinte Gleska University (SGU) and South Dakota State University. 
improve sustainable production of prairie turnips and buffalo 
berries 



EPSCoR Workshop Opportunities Program Description
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Workshop proposals are welcome in areas of science and engineering that advance the 
program’s goals and engage a broad community of investigators or practitioners, while 
including the intentional involvement of the EPSCoR community.  

 NSF EPSCoR workshops aim to:

 bring communities of thought together to discuss recent research or education 
findings,

 explore topics in emerging areas of science and engineering,
 foster innovative collaborations,
 expose researchers or trainees to new research and education tools or techniques, 

or
 respond to NSF EPSCoR calls for workshops on specific topics



Expectations of EPSCoR Workshop Proposals
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 Proposals may address any topic, including the exploration of topic areas that have been described as 
NSF priorities.  

 Applicants should demonstrate how the topic is of importance to relevant STEM field(s) and include 
evidence that the topic will engage and be of particular interest to the greater EPSCoR community.  

 Topics may also include proposed activities for the creation of center-level partnerships. Topics related to 
center-level investments may include but are not limited to Engineering Research Centers, Science and 
Technology Centers, Regional Innovation Engines, and other current or future federal opportunities. 

 Goals and desired outcomes, anticipated products, and benefits that the workshop will have for its 
participants should be explicitly described.

 Successful proposals will also demonstrate that the team has worked to include the participation of a 
broad spectrum of talent in STEM at every level—from the advisory committee and leadership to the 
speakers and participants.  

 Strong proposals include a tentative agenda that includes suggested speakers, and letters of support that 
lend evidence of participation from key participants or collaborators.

 Proposals should include a plan for communicating workshop outcomes and disseminating workshop 
products.

 Proposals should include an evaluation plan that assesses whether the goals of the workshop have been 
achieved.

https://www.nsf.gov/eng/eec/erc.jsp
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/science-technology-centers-integrative
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/science-technology-centers-integrative
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/regional-innovation-engines


Successful workshop proposals will:
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 Include a compelling rationale, with clear goals and desired outcomes; a committed 
leadership team; institutional support; and leveraged resources.

 Address multi-jurisdictional efforts, priorities, or interests that require collaboration for 
optimal success.

 Address major regional or national themes of relevance to EPSCoR's goals and NSF's 
mission.

 Describe plans to foster engagement from a broad range of scientific backgrounds and 
training.



Additional Guidance
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 Workshops are not intended for single-institution activities.

 Speakers from non-EPSCoR institutions may be involved in the workshop, but funding for their 
travel expenses must be included in the Participant Support Cost budget category.  No funds 
may be budgeted for non-EPSCoR institutions.

 Each funded workshop should result in a publicly-disseminated workshop report that should be 
posted on the relevant jurisdictions' web sites and must include: 
 The metrics and measures of workshop programmatic success.
 The extent of engagement from a wide range of scientific backgrounds and training.
 A plan for widespread dissemination of results.
 A list of workshop participants.
 A comprehensive discussion of the workshop's products and specific implementation plans for 

the next steps.



Eligibility Information
Proposals may be submitted only from institutions or organizations within EPSCoR-eligible 
jurisdictions. Eligibility to participate in the EPSCoR Workshop Opportunities program is 
described on EPSCoR’s website.

Within EPSCoR-eligible jurisdictions, proposals may be submitted only by the following:

 Institutions of higher education (PhD-granting and non-PhD-granting), acting on 
behalf of their faculty members, that are accredited in and have a campus in the 
United States, its territories, or possessions.

 Non-profit, non-degree-granting domestic U.S. organizations, acting on behalf of their 
employees, that include (but are not limited to) independent museums and science 
centers, observatories, research laboratories, professional societies, and similar 
organizations that are directly associated with the Nation's research or educational 
activities. These organizations must have an independent, permanent administrative 
organization (e.g., an office of sponsored research) located in the United States, its 
territories, or possessions, and have 501(c)(3) tax status.

 Tribal Nations: An American Indian or Alaska Native tribe, band, nation, pueblo, 
village, or community that the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges as a federally 
recognized tribe pursuant to the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 1994, 
25 U.S.C. §§ 5130-5131.

KY – Plant Genetics

Bridge HS to BS – TCU ND

https://new.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/epscor/epscor-criteria-eligibility


Restrictions

Budget: Up to $200,000

Project Period: up to one year

Concept Outline Submission: required before full proposal

Who May Serve as PI: no restrictions or limits

Limit on Number of Proposals per Organization: no restrictions or 
limits

Limit on Number of Proposals per PI or co-PI: no restrictions or 
limits
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NM SmartGrid-Early faculty workshop



EPS-WO Concept Outline Preparation and Submission 
Instructions
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Submission of a Concept Outline, followed by an invitation from an NSF EPSCoR Program Officer 
to submit a full proposal, is required before the submission of a full workshop proposal. Concept 
Outlines may be submitted via email to nsfepscor@nsf.gov at any time. 

Workshop proposal development process:

 Identify and develop the workshop theme. 
 Identify the rationale and theme or topic of the workshop.
 Convey EPSCoR community interest in the topic, which should be substantial and gauged by 

appropriate means (for example use of a survey or focused conversations).
 Form an advisory committee to verify and develop the concept within the greater body of 

knowledge in the field, ensuring that it is not duplicative of other efforts, and to obtain data 
supporting the theme or concept.



EPS-WO Concept Outline Preparation and Submission 
Instructions
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 Draft a Concept Outline. 
 Detailed planning of the workshop, the interest of the EPSCoR community, and the workshop 

preparation timeline should be outlined in a Concept Outline, which must not exceed 5 pages. 
During the Concept Outline preparation process, proposers are encouraged to: 
 Develop a compelling rationale with clear goals and desired outcomes.
 Determine the availability and interest of prospective speakers and participants.
 Describe plans to ensure engagement from a broad range of scientific backgrounds and 

training. 
 Develop an estimated budget and budget justification, schedule of activities, and a 

proposed target date for the workshop.
 Discuss methods of dissemination, evaluation and assessment, and desired 

outcomes/deliverables.

 Submit a Concept Outline via email to nsfepscor@nsf.gov.



EPS-WO Full Proposal Preparation Instructions
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Full proposals should: 
 Incorporate feedback obtained from NSF EPSCoR from the Concept Outline.
 Include all five categories of information described above for Concept Outlines.
 Explicitly address one or more of the EPSCoR goals listed in section I.A of the solicitation.
 Follow the guidelines for Conference proposals contained in the NSF PAPPG, Chapter 

II.F.8.
 Select the “conference” proposal type in Research.gov or Grants.gov.
 Include the email from a Program Officer inviting the PI to submit a full proposal as a 

Supplementary Document entitled "Program Officer Concurrence Email."

Typical Timeline:
 One month for NSF EPSCoR to review the Concept Outline.
 Six months from full proposal submission to funding decision.

It is recommended to begin the Concept Outline development process at least 12 months 
before the envisioned workshop, when possible, to allow ample time for proposal development 
and review.

https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg


Thank you!

Ben McCall
Email: bjmccall@nsf.gov





Quantum DNA ~$5M (9/21/21)
Spin system for QIS ~$2.5M (6/23/21)
Quantum Field Theory ~$7.5M (5/26/21)
Advanced Materials ~$20M (5/24/21)

(a) Promote collaboration
(b) Perform a “litmus test” of capabilities

Nuclear Science Advisory Committee (NSAC)
Computing Research Association (CRA)
National Quantum Coordination Office

Aug. 25, 2021 Sep. 09, 2021

Oct. 15, 2021

Summer 2022

Format
Logistics
Attendees
Stretch $

Planning

Dec. 05, 2022

Mar. 23, 2023

NSF Quantum Working GroupComprehensive Report
Database of EPSCoR Quantum Researchers



Name Title Institution/Organization
Laura Thomas Senior Director, National Security Solutions ColdQuanta – Colorado
Bernard Zygelman Professor of Physics and Astronomy U. of Nevada – Las Vegas
Ilya Safro Associate Prof., Computer & Information Sciences U. of Delaware
Alberto Marino Associate Prof., Atomic, Molecular & Optical Physics U. of Oklahoma
Heeralal Janwa Professor of Mathematics U. of Puerto Rico
Irene Qualters Associate Laboratory Director Los Alamos National Lab
Lan (Samantha) Li Associate Professor, Materials Science & Engineering Boise State University
Christian Binek Professor, Physics & Astronomy U. of Nebraska, Lincoln
Layla Hormozi Group Lead, Quantum Computing Brookhaven National Lab

Institution Name Scholar Name Department/School Name
Auburn University Hamilton, Michael C Electrical & Computer Engineering
Boise State University Graugnard, Elton Materials Science & Engineering
Boise State University Knowlton, William Materials Science & Engineering
Boise State University Kaiser, Uwe Computing
Boise State University Li, Lan Materials Science & Engineering
Boise State University Lee, Jeunghoon Chemistry and Biochemistry
Brigham Young University Colton, John S Physics and Astronomy
Brigham Young University Campbell, Branton J Physics and Astronomy
Brigham Young University Ware, Michael J Physics and Astronomy
Brigham Young University Camacho, Ryan M Electrical & Computer Engineering
Brown University Feldman, Dmitri Physics
Brown University Mitrovic, Vesna Physics
Brown University Marston, John Physics
Brown University Xiao, Gang Physics
Brown University Hoffstein, Jeffrey Mathematics
Brown University Zia, Rashid Engineering
Brown University Plumb, Kemp Physics
Brown University Zaslavsky, Alexander Engineering
Clemson University Tewari, Sumanta Physics and Astronomy
Clemson University Safro, Ilya Mark Computing
Clemson University Kolis, Joseph W Chemistry
Dartmouth College Whitfield, James Daniel Physics and Astronomy
Dartmouth College Viola, Lorenza Physics and Astronomy
Dartmouth College Rimberg, Alexander J Physics and Astronomy
Iowa State University Poon, Yiu Tung Mathematics
Iowa State University D'Alessandro, Domenico Mathematics
Iowa State University Jiles, David C Electrical & Computer Engineering
Iowa State University Soukoulis, Costas M Physics and Astronomy
Kansas State University Greenman, Loren Physics
Louisiana State University Wilde, Mark M Physics and Astronomy
Louisiana State University Dowling, Jonathan Physics and Astronomy
Louisiana State University Zimmer, Andrew Mathematics
Louisiana State University Loaiza, Santiago Physics and Astronomy
Louisiana State University Lee, Hwang Physics and Astronomy
Louisiana State University Rau, A Ravi P Physics and Astronomy
Louisiana State University Ng, Siu-Hung Mathematics
Mississippi State University Koshka, Yaroslav Electrical & Computer Engineering
Mississippi State University Pradhan, Prabhakar Physics and Astronomy
Montana State University Cone, Rufus L Physics
Montana State University Borys, Nicholas Jon Physics
Montana State University Thiel, Charles Warren Spectrum Lab
NM State University Giorgi, Tiziana Mathematical Sciences
Oklahoma State University Kak, Subhash C Electrical & Computer Engineering
Oklahoma State University Agarwal, Girish Biological & Agricultural
Oklahoma State University Perk, Jacques H. H Physics
Oklahoma State University Liu, Yingmei Physics
Tulane University Kaplan, Lev Physics & Engineering Physics

U. of Alabama at Birmingham Starr, Shannon Mathematics

U. of Alabama at Birmingham Karpechina, Yulia Mathematics

U. of Alabama at Birmingham Stolz, Gunter Mathematics

U. of Alabama at Birmingham Shterenberg, Roman G Mathematics

U. of Alabama at Birmingham Zvanut, Mary E Physics
U. of Alabama at Huntsville Yoo, Seong-Moo Electrical & Computer Engineering
U. of Alabama at Huntsville Boykin, Timothy B Electrical & Computer Engineering
U. of Alabama at Huntsville Sadeghi, Seyed Physics
U. of Alabama at Huntsville Huang, Wenzhang Mathematical Sciences
U. of Alabama at Huntsville Gregory, Don A Physics
University of Arkansas Gea-Banacloche, Julio R Physics
University of Arkansas Mazur, Yuriy Nanoscience and Engineering
University of Arkansas Salamo, Gregory J Physics
University of Arkansas Xiao, Min Physics
University of Arkansas Parkerson, James P Computer Science & Engineering
University of Delaware Janotti, Anderson Material Sciences & Engineering
University of Delaware Toner, Stephanie Material Sciences & Engineering
University of Delaware Chandrasekaran, Sunita Computer & Info. Sciences
University of Delaware Safronova, Marianna Physics and Astronomy
University of Delaware Doty, Matthew Frederick Material Sciences & Engineering
University of Hawaii Pavlovic, Dusko Info. & Computer Sciences
University of Hawaii Chyba, Monique Mathematics
University of Idaho Sheldon, Frederick T Computer Science
University of Iowa, The Flatte, Michael E Physics and Astronomy
University of Kansas, The Han, Siyuan Physics and Astronomy
University of Kansas, The Wu, Zhihong J Physics and Astronomy
University of Kansas, The Chan, Wai-Lun Physics and Astronomy
University of Kansas, The Berrie, Cindy Linea Chemistry
University of Kentucky Thapliyal, Himanshu Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of Kentucky Dietz, Henry G Electrical and Computer Engineering
U. of Louisiana at Lafayette Bayoumi, Magdy A Electrical and Computer Engineering
U. of Louisiana at Lafayette Maida, Anthony S Computing and Informatics
University of Louisville Smith-Tone, Daniel C Mathematics

University of Louisville Yampolskiy, Vladimirovich Computer Science
University of Memphis Hoang, Thang Ba Physics and Materials Science
University of Mississippi, The Morrison, Matthew A Electrical Engineering
University of Montana Duwell, Armond J Philosophy
U. of Nebraska - Lincoln Kovalev, Alexey A Physics and Astronomy
U. of Nebraska - Lincoln Sutter, Peter W Electrical Engineering
U. of Nebraska - Lincoln Sutter, Eli A Mechanical & Materials Engineering
U. of Nebraska - Omaha Parakh, Abhishek Bioinformatics

U. of Nebraska - Omaha Subramaniam, Mahadevan Computer Science
U. of Nebraska - Omaha Ostler, Elliott Educational Leadership

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Yfantis, Evangelos A Computer Science

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Salamat, Ashkan Physics and Astronomy

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Zygelman, Bernard Physics and Astronomy

University of Nevada, Las Vegas Naduvalath, Balakrishnan Chemistry and Biochemistry
University of Nevada, Reno Weinstein, Jonathan Physics
University of Nevada, Reno Derevianko, Andrei Physics

University of New Hampshire Nikshych, Dmitri Mathematics and Statistics

University of New Hampshire Pohl, Karsten Physics
University of New Mexico Miyake, Akimasa Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Deutsch, Ivan H Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Caves, Carlton M Nanoscience and Microsystems
University of New Mexico Somma, Rolando Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Landahl, Andrew J Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Blume-Kohout, Robin Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Chavez, F Elohim Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Osinski, Marek Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of New Mexico Acosta, Victor M Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Mafi, Arash Physics and Astronomy
University of New Mexico Balakrishnan, Ganesh Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of New Mexico Albash, Tameem Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of New Mexico Puri, Ashok Physics
University of New Mexico Hoffmann, Mark R Chemistry
University of Oklahoma Blume, Doerte Physics and Astronomy
University of Oklahoma Shaffer, James P Physics and Astronomy
University of Oklahoma Dominguez, Alejandro Mathematics
University of Oklahoma Valle, Alberto Physics and Astronomy
University of Oklahoma Mao, Chuanbin Chemistry and Biochemistry
University of South Carolina Fenner, Stephen A Computer Science & Engineering
University of South Carolina Pershyn, Yuriy V Physics and Astronomy
University of South Carolina Wu, Yanwen Physics and Astronomy
University of Vermont Del Maestro, Adrian G Physics
Utah State University Shen, T.C Physics
Vanderbilt University Bisch, Dietmar Mathematics
Vanderbilt University Powell, Alexander M Mathematics
Vanderbilt University Mckenzie, Ralph N Mathematics
Vanderbilt University Haglund, Richard F Physics and Astronomy
Vanderbilt University Jones, Vaughan Mathematics
Washington U. in St. Louis Shen, Jung-Tsung Electrical & Systems Engineering
Washington U. in St. Louis Li, Jr-Shin Electrical & Systems Engineering
Washington U. in St. Louis Henriksen, Erik Physics
Washington U. in St. Louis Murch, Kater Physics
Washington U. in St. Louis Cytron, Ron K Computer Science & Engineering
Washington U. in St. Louis Seidel, Alexander Physics
Washington U. in St. Louis Buckley, James H Physics
Washington U. in St. Louis Hayes, Sophia E Chemistry
Washington U. in St. Louis Nussinov, Zohar Physics
West Virginia University Stanescu, Tudor Physics
West Virginia University Flagg, Edward B Physics
Wichita State University Steck, James E Aerospace Engineering
Wichita State University Behrman, Elizabeth C Mathematics
Wichita State University Skinner, Steven R Electrical Engineering 

Academia Govt Industry NSF Host Org



+ Panels 
(50-min)

• Academic
• Industry
• Government

Parallel Topical Breakout Sessions
5 sessions (2-hour + 2-hour + 1 hour)

20 minutes of readout after each session

• EPSCoR Capabilities, Challenges, & Opportunities
• Hardware Enablement
• Application Enablement
• System Software
• Curricula



Topic serving the EPSCoR jurisdiction
Unique offering
Work with the PDs (NSF)

Many (and I mean many) things will go wrong – just keep calm and keep on going …. .



https://quantumcomputing.msstate.edu/
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