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The U.S. National Science Foundation Convergence Accelerator tackles complex challenges by merging innovative ideas,
approaches and technologies from a wide range of disciplines, expertise and sectors. The program funds multidisciplinary
teams to solve national-scale challenges through convergence research and innovation.
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A UNIQUE INNOVATION PROGRAM

The NSF Convergence Accelerator’s unique program structure offers researchers and innovators the opportunity to
accelerate their research toward tangible solutions that make a difference.
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ENGAGING THE CONVERGENCE ACCELERATOR

There are several opportunities to engage with the Convergence Accelerator:

Submit an idea during the ideation process.

Participate in an NSF-funded workshop to further develop an idea.

Form a team and apply to a convergence research solicitation.

Contribute expertise or resources to a currently funded team and solution.
Be a reviewer and assist NSF in funding the best research ideas and solutions.
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RESEARCH PORTFOLIO: ACTIVE TRACKS

The Convergence Accelerator is composed of a variety of convergence research track topics designed to accelerate
technologies and solutions toward real-world impact. Since 2019, the program has completed six convergence
research tracks. Currently the program is actively funding seven research tracks.
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in partnership with the Department of Defense
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and Industrial Research Organisation

© |deas are gathered from the community.

© Selected ideas are funded by NSF into community workshops to assist in developing
the final convergence research topics to be funded for future years.

Convergence Research Focus

® Phase 1 is an accelerated nine-month planning effort, with funding up to $750,000.

® Teams identify new team members and partners, develop an initial idea into a
proof of concept and engage in a hands-on innovation curriculum, which includes
human-centered design, team science, communications, storytelling and pitching.

® At the end of Phase 1, teams participate in a formal pitch and proposal
evaluation process. Selected teams advance to Phase 2.

© Selected teams continue solution development through a two-year effort, with
funding up to $5 million.

© Teams participate in an entrepreneurial curriculum that includes product
development, intellectual property, financial resources, sustainability planning
and more.

® By the end of Phase 2, teams are expected to provide deliverables that impact
societal needs at scale and are successful beyond NSF support.

The NSF Convergence Accelerator is an NSF Directorate for Technology, Innovation and Partnerships program.
nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/convergence-accelerator


https://www.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/convergence-accelerator

