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The U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) was

established as a federal agency when President

Harry S. Truman signed Public Law 81-507, the
“National Science Foundation Act of 1950.”

Since then, NSF has supported groundbreaking
research at universities and partnered with industry
leaders, acting as a catalyst for economic growth and
national well-being for over seven decades.

While NSF has grown and evolved since its
beginnings, its mission has remained the same:

“To promote the progress of science; to advance the
national health, prosperity, and welfare; and to
secure the national defense; and for other purposes.”

2025 marks the 75th anniversary of NSF—we
commemorate not only our past achievements but
also look ahead to the future at what our next 75 years
may bring. We are excited to showcase the impact
and reach of our legacy at thousands of research
institutions across the United States.
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