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ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

PRINCIPAL 
INVESTIGATOR 

(PI)

GRANTS 
MANAGEMENT 

SPECIALIST 
(GMS)

PROGRAM 
OFFICER 

(PO)

is the individual(s) designated 
by the proposer, and approved 

by NSF, who will be 
responsible for the scientific 
or technical direction of the 

project. 

is responsible for the scientific, 
technical, and programmatic 

review and evaluation of 
proposals and for 

recommending that proposals 
be declined or awarded. 

is responsible for the award 
and administration of the 

majority of NSF’s assistance 
awards – i.e., grants, 

cooperative agreements, and 
fellowship awards, 

recommended for support by 
NSF program offices.

NSF EPSCoR PI Meeting

SPONSORED 
RESEARCH 

OFFICE (SRO)

Full responsibility for the 
conduct of project activity and 

for adhering to the award 
conditions. Must ensure that 

the institution is in compliance 
to all applicable Federal 

requirements and to manage 
all expenditures and actions 

prudently. 



WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

PRINCIPAL 

INVESTIGATOR

SPONSORED 

RESEARCH OFFICER

PROGRAM 

OFFICER

GRANTS 

MANAGEMENT

SPECIALIST
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POST-AWARD BUDGET CHANGES
PAPPG CHAPTER X.A.3

The Research Terms and Conditions 
(RTC), Appendix A, (NSF column) and 

the NSF Prior Approval Matrix for State 
& Local Governments and For-Profit 

Organizations, as applicable, provide a 
consolidated listing of prior approvals 
that are required to be obtained from 

the Foundation for NSF awards. Unless 
otherwise specified in the award notice 
or the applicable award general terms 

and conditions, no additional prior 
approvals beyond those specified in 

RTC Appendix A are required. Chapter 
VII.A.2 also provides a listing of 

required notifications to NSF.
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https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/fedrtc/appa_march17.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/fedrtc/appa_march17.pdf


Must have funds 
remaining on award 
(or perform upward 

modification in 
ACM$). 

Must have work left 
to complete that is 

in the original scope 
of the project.

Funds cannot have lapsed. Awardees have a maximum of 6 
years to spend down funds made in a certain Fiscal Year. 

For instance, on 9/30/2026, all Fiscal Year 2020 funds 
remaining in ACM$ accounts will be canceled (returned to 

Treasury). 

• Approvals:
⚬ 1st NCE – Grantee can self-approve for 1 year 
⚬ 2nd NCE – Program Level Approval
⚬ 3+ NCE – Program Recommend, OAM Level Approval

NO-COST EXTENSIONS (NCE)
WWW.RESEARCH.GOV
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TOP 3 REASONS FOR DELAYS

NOT FOLLOWING SOLICITATION REQUIREMENTS

UNALLOWABLE OR UNJUSTIFIED BUDGET ITEMS

OVERDUE PROJECT REPORTS
Annual Project Reports (APR), Interim Reports, Final Annual 
Project Reports (FPR), and Project Outcomes Report for the 
General Public (POR).

OAM reviews the proposal to ensure budgetary and 
administrative conditions are in accordance with the 
solicitation.

PAPPG II.D.2.f(xiii) & 2 CFR 200, Subpart E provides 
comprehensive information regarding costs allowable under 
Federal awards.

1

2

3

IN AWARD PROCESSING
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PROJECT OUTCOMES 
REPORT (POR)

FINAL PROJECT 
REPORTS (FPR)

ANNUAL PROJECT 
REPORT (APR)

Annual Project Report (APR)

Must be approved by the NSF 
Program Officer.

Annual reports are due 90 days 
prior to the end of the current 

budget period.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Final Project Reports (FPR)

Must be approved by the NSF 
Program Officer.

Final reports are due 120 days after 
the end date of the award.

Project Outcomes Report (POR)

Not approved by the NSF Program 
Officer.

Project Outcomes Reports are due 
120 days after the end date.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS MAY BE NECESSARY
EXAMPLE = INTERIM REPORTSNSF EPSCoR PI Meeting



EFFECTIVE JANUARY 22, 2026

POLICY NOTICE: 
IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY 
CHANGES TO PROPOSAL AND 
AWARD POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES GUIDE (PAPPG) 
24-1, SUPPLEMENT 2
The information set out in this notice takes 

precedence over existing policies and procedures in 

PAPPG 24-1. It applies for all financial assistance 

awarded on or after Jan. 22, 2026.
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INFORMATION 
FOR FIRST-TIME 

AWARDEES
This page highlights key resources you must 

review when you are being considered for a 
new award from the U.S. National Science 

Foundation.

https://www.nsf.gov/awards/first - time -awardees
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DGAOIA@nsf.gov
www.nsf.gov

CONTACT INFORMATION
Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR)

TECHNICAL QUESTIONS ABOUT AN NSF AWARD
Contact the managing program officer listed on your award notice.

NSF AWARD-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

NSF EPSCoR PI Meeting


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

