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NEPA 
National Environmental Policy Act

Section 106 
National Historic Preservation Act

NSF’S ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS* 

Issue Record of Decision

LEGEND
Public meetings and 
comment period

Written comment period

Consulting parties meeting

Document

Internal NSF process step

Evaluated comments received 
from scoping phase

Consider and analyze public 
comments; prepare Final EIS

Confirmed interest of people/entities 
in serving as consulting parties

Provided updates to consulting parties

Revised Section 106 approach in 
response to public comments

Evaluated comments received on historic 
properties and potential effects on them

Sent invitation to potential 
consulting parties** (December)

Continue studies

Initiated preparation of draft study plans
Extended timeline for environmental review

Published Notice of Intent to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
(July 19)

Publish Draft EIS

Publish Final EIS

Conducted scoping meetings and solicited 
public comments on scope of Draft EIS 
(August)

Hold public meetings on Draft EIS

Resolve adverse effects through consultation

Finalize Agreement Document

Initiated Section 106 Consultation Process 
(July)

Notes
* NEPA and Section 106 are the two major processes that are underway.

There are other federal and state processes that may be applicable.

**	Parties that have consultative roles in the Section 106 process per 
36 Code of Federal Regulations 800.2.

Scoping meetings included soliciting public 
comments for Section 106 (August)

Draft Agreement Document

Engaged facilitator for relationship building 
to aid in successful Section 106 consultation

Invite cooperating agencies

Conduct studies

Post draft study plans and 
solicit public comments

Consult to define Area of Potential Effects 
and identify historic properties

Assess adverse effects through consultation

Initiate Section 106 consultation meetings

Adjusted environmental review approach 
in response to scoping comments
Provided updates via the website and 
email to interested members of the 
public (January, March, November)

Provided updates via the website and email 
to interested members of the public (January, 
March, May, July, September, November)




